
 

Dromclough NS Newsletter Term 3: June 2020 

In Term 3, we continued with our distance teaching & learning. All 

the classes used the Seesaw app and this proved to be very 

successful for communication between teachers and pupils and 

families. 

Active Home Week: April 27th – May 1st was an Active Home 

Week with a difference! Mr Enright made inspirational active 

videos for the school website with many activities and challenges 

for all the pupils to undertake for the week at home.  Pupils sent 

in photos & videos of their busy week and filled out a log of their 

activities. All the pupils’ photos are on the school website. Well 

done to all the families for your enthusiastic participation in this 

great week on the school calendar.  

The Virtual Sports Day at the end of Term 3 was another 

opportunity for the pupils & families to engage in their own choice 

of sports activities. Many pupils sent in photos of elaborate 

obstacle courses, hurling ‘keepie uppies’, as well as the favourite 

egg & spoon & 3-legged novelty races. Everyone looked to be 

having great fun.  

New babies: Congratulations to Ms. McCarthy on the birth of 

baby Anna and to Ms. Conway on the birth of baby Réidín. We 

wish them & their families well at this special time.  

 

First Holy Communion day for Rang 2 was to be on Saturday 16th 

May. And we didn’t let the day pass without marking it. Ms. 

O’Connor & Mrs Foran hosted a very special Zoom call with the 

pupils of Rang 2 & their families. The children were very excited 

to see each other. They took part in a short prayer service, sang 

a few songs & chatted.  

Emotional Intelligence Workshops: In preparation for their 

transition to secondary school, pupils in Rang 6 had three virtual 

SPHE workshops via Zoom with the facilitator Chris from Motus 

Learning. They discussed such topics as well-being, universal 

emotions as well as coping strategies for situations that they may 

encounter. The pupils engaged very well with Chris and parents 

expressed their gratitude for this opportunity that was afforded 

to the pupils by the school. 

May Altars: Go raibh maith agaibh to the many pupils who sent in 

photos of the beautiful altars that you made in your homes during 

the month of May to honour Our Lady. All the photos (& more) are 

on the school website. See www.dromcloughns.com 

CPSMA art competition: Congratulations to Mary Reidy on being 

selected as a prize winner in the CPSMA art competition for her 

picture to show ‘Living in Harmony in our Catholic School’. 

           



Seanfhocail drawing competition: Pupils in Rang 6 took part in a 

seanfhocail drawing competition during lockdown, organised by 

Kerry Comhaltas. Pictures drawn by Liam O’Brien & Mary Reidy 

were among the prize winners. Comhghairdeas le Liam & le Mary.  

Learning in Lockdown: We have a very interesting collection of 

photos on our school website that show the different learning 

activities that our pupils engaged in during lockdown. In years to 

come we will look back on these photos as a record of this unusual 

time: our own time capsule, so to speak. Well done & thank you to 

all who submitted photos.   

Virtual School Tours: This year classes travelled virtually 

worldwide on their school tours! They had links to visit places 

such as Ellis Island Museum, Orlando Theme Parks, Dublin’s 

Natural History Museum, Anne Frank House in Amsterdam as well 

as Áras an Uachtarán and the Titanic Museum in Cobh. Senior 

Infants visited Monterey Bay Aquarium in California, while Junior 

Infants went on a Dublin Zoo Safari Watch followed by a Teddy 

Bears’ Picnic! 

Slán le Rang 6:  Congratulations to 6th class pupils who 

celebrated their graduation from primary school via a virtual 

ceremony on Zoom. All the pupils participated in this very special 

occasion, be it reading, singing, speaking or playing music, much to 

the enjoyment of their own families and school staff.  A pre-

recorded video of good luck messages from Irish sports 

personalities, including our past pupil Louise Galvin was shown. A 

special treat for the pupils at the end was a video montage of 

photos of their eight years in Dromclough, of such events as their 

First Holy Communion, Grandparents’ Day, school tours, sports, 

dramas and a special class photo of their Confirmation Day in 

February. Guímid gach rath orthu go léir agus iad ag dul ar 

aghaidh go dtí an meánscoil.  

Senior Infants had a very special Zoom call in June to say 

farewell to Ms. Quille before Ms. Neville returned.  

Slán le Ms.Conway freisin who leaves Dromclough NS after just 

one year to join the teaching staff of Abbeydorney NS. We wish 

her well in her new school.  

Message from the Principal: I wish to pay tribute to everyone 

connected with the school for their Trojan efforts in continuing 

schooling, and maintaining contact between the school and our 

pupils, during the last four unprecedented months. Our teachers 

went well above and beyond in up-skilling in technology, and 

planning suitable lessons, to be able to provide the best tuition 

that we could to all our pupils, while in lockdown at home. Parents 

similarly accepted the challenge and did everything possible to 

support their children with distance learning. Children are 

extraordinarily resilient. While they missed their teachers (& we 

missed them too) and friends, they adapted to the situation and 

did their very best. I am so proud of you all. Well done! 

Many thanks also to our SNAs, Secretary - Patricia, the Parents’ 

Association and the members of the new BOM, who have had a 

baptism of fire - between the WSE and the lockdown. We now 

proceed to planning for the re-opening of the school. There is a 

lot of work ahead over the summer but we’ll get there, PG. 

Stay safe & be vigilant. Protect yourself - protect the community. 

  Ms. M. O’Connor, Principal. 
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